A CALL FOR COMPASSIONATE AND COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION
REFORM FROM THE PENNSYLVANIA FAITH COMMUNITY

April 21, 2006

Dear Member of the Pennsylvania Congressional Delegation:

We, as clergy and laypersons, members of the faith community in Pennsylvania, join together to call
upon you to support comprehensive immigration reform legislation that establishes a safe and
humane immigration system consistent with our values. Our faith traditions teach us to welcome our
brothers and sisters with love and compassion.

The Hebrew Bible/Old Testament tells us: " When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall
not oppress the alien. The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you
shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt...” (Leviticus 19:33-34,
NRSV). In the New Testament, Jesus tells us to welcome the stranger (cf. Matthew 25:35, NRSV),
for "... just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to
me” (Matthew 25:40, NRSV).

We call for compassionate immigration reform because we witness in our communities the human
consequences of our existing system. We see and hear the suffering of immigrants who have been
exploited in the workplace or abused at the hands of unscrupulous smugglers and traffickers. We
encounter immigrants who are afraid to seek police or medical help for fear of being exposed, and
families separated for years by our harsh immigration laws. We are alarmed at the lack of
compassion reflected in House Resolution 4437, especially as we now find ourselves under attack by
those who seek to criminalize undocumented status and prosecute those who provide spiritual
support and services to these communities.

While we supportt the right of the government to enforce the law and protect the national security
interests of the United States, we recognize that our existing complex immigration system has made
it nearly impossible for many immigrants—most of whom merely seek to support their families or
reunite with loved ones—to achieve legal status. Reforming the immigration system to address this
reality—more in line with what is being proposed in the Senate Judiciary Committee’s immigration
reform bill—would allow the U.S. government to focus its enforcement efforts on real threats that
face all Americans, citizens and immigrants alike.

We call upon you, as our elected officials, to support reform of the U.S. legal immigration system by
enacting legislation that includes the following:

e An opportunity for hard-working immigrants who are already contributing to this country to
come out of the shadows, regularize their status upon satisfaction of reasonable criteria and,
over time, pursue an option to become lawful permanent residents and eventually United States
citizens;

e Reforms in our family-based immigration system to significantly reduce waiting times for
separated families who often wait many years to be reunited,;
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e The creation of legal avenues for workers and their families who wish to migrate to the U.S. to
enter our country and work in a safe, legal, and orderly manner with their rights fully protected;

and

e Border protection policies that are consistent with humanitarian values and with the need to

treat all individuals with dignity and respect.

As people of faith, concerned citizens of the United States, and your constituents, we urge you to
support an immigration system that supports families who are divided because of our current system
and that recognizes the dignity and rights of every individual, for we are all are created in the image
of God. It is our collective prayer that you will hear our call to produce a just immigration system

that we can hold up as a shining beacon for the world.

Sincerely,

Bishop Roy Almquist

Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA

Norristown, PA

Rev. Philip A. Altavilla
Roman Catholic Diocese of Scranton
Lake Ariel, PA

Amanda Arbour
Mennonite, Messiah College
Grantham, PA

Rev. David Arnold
United Methodist Church
Harrisburg, PA

Andrea Beck
Harrisburg Brethren in Christ
Harrisburg, PA

Lois K. Beck

Associate Professor of French &
Communications

Messiah College

Grantham, PA

Rev. Clara A. Benson
New Covenant United Church of Christ
Williamsport, PA

Rev. Gwen N. Bernstine
First Baptist Church, ABC-USA
Williamsport, PA

Byron & Beth Borger
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Hearts & Minds Bookstore
Dallastown, PA

Rev. Dr. Bruce P. Bouchard

Grace United Church of Christ

Chair, Public Advocacy Action Team of the
Pennsylvania Council of Churches
Hanover, PA

Donna Burkhart
First United Methodist Church
Erie, PA

Rev. Mary Alice Butkofsky
Justice and Peace Ministries Team-
Penn Central Conference-UCC
Lancaster, PA

Abigail Carlisle
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Harrisburg, PA

The Rev. Robert P. Coval

Episcopal priest—retired

Diocese of Northwestern Pennsylvania
Ellwood City, PA

The Rt. Rev. Michael W. Creighton
Diocese of Central Pennsylvania
The Episcopal Church

Harrisburg, PA



PA Faith Community Call for Compassionate, Comprehensive Immigration Reform

April 21, 2006

Rev. William H. Daniels
United Church of Christ
Lancaster, PA

Jean Dankosky
Presbyterian Church (USA)
New Cumberland, PA

Kathleen Daugherty
Lutheran (ELCA)

Daniel J. Doyle

Church of the Resurrection (Roman
Catholic)

Muncy, PA

Rev. Dr. Warren M. Eshbach
Church of the Brethren
Thomasville, PA

Jessica Frederick
Mennonite
Grantham, PA

Jenifer Gamber
Episcopal
Bethlehem, PA

Danina Garcia
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Philadelphia, PA

Rev. Gary L. Harke

Executive Director, Pennsylvania Council of

Churches
Harrisburg, PA

Helen B. Henninger
Elizabethville, PA

Kathy T. Hettinga
St Johns ELCA
Dillsburg, PA

The Rev. Larry J. Hofer
Rector, St. Andrew's Episcopal Church
State College, PA

Rev. Detlef Huckfeldt
St. Michael's Lutheran Church, ELCA
Cogan Station, PA

Ruth K. Keller
United Church of Christ
Williamsport, PA

Ruth Kitchin
Mennonite/Catholic
Grantham, PA

Dr. J. Kenneth Kreider
Church of the Brethren
Elizabethtown, PA

Milton Leake
St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church
York, PA

Susan Leake
St John the Baptist Episcopal Church
York, PA

Rev. Sandra R Mackie
Lutheran (ELCA)
Gettysburg, PA

Diana S. Marshall
Episcopal
Bethlehem, PA

Bishop Donald J. McCoid
Southwestern PA Synod, ELCA
Pittsburgh, PA

Rev. Tim Roach
Christ Presbyterian Church (PC(USA))
Camp Hill, PA

J. Thomas Rogers
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Mechanicsburg, PA

Jacqueline Rucker
Christian Churches United
Harrisburg, PA
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Blair Seitz
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Harrisburg, PA

Rev. Sandra L. Strauss

Director of Public Advocacy, Pennsylvania
Council of Churches

Harrisburg, PA

David True

PC(USA)

Assistant Professor of Religious Studies
Wilson College

Chambersburg, PA

Ellen Crawford True

Interim Pastor

Middle Spring Presbyterian Church
Shippensburg, PA

Scilla Wahrhaftig
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Pittsburgh, PA

Robert Walden
Mennonite Church USA
Bethlehem, PA

Madeline Yates
Lutheran/Quaker
Gettysburg, PA



