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ARAB-AMERICAN COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATIONS COMMEND 

SENATE FOR PASSING IMMIGRATION BILL AND EXPRESS CONCERN 

OVER ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS 
  

DEARBORN, MI.  May 26, 2006—The National Network for Arab-American 

Communities (NNAAC), a network of Arab-American community-based organizations, 

commends the Senate for passing an immigration bill that allows hardworking 

immigrants a path to citizenship, gives young immigrant children a chance to earn a 

college degree and earn citizenship, and supports family unification.   

  

“Education is power,” stated Nahla Kayali, Executive Director of Access California.  

“The Senate should be commended in including access to higher education for immigrant 

children. These children are the most vulnerable and should be allowed an opportunity to 

live the American Dream taught to them in U.S. history books.”   

  

Although the Senate did pass a bill closer to the principles of comprehensive immigration 

reform, flaws still remain.  Many provisions call for life detention sentences for 

immigrants, the usage of secret evidence, and turning our local police into immigrant 

agents.  These provisions will increase racial profiling and discrimination.   

  

“The Senate bill still contains measures that undermine our due process rights, including 

indefinite detention measures and limiting access to courts, counsel and judicial review 

that mirror the harsh enforcement-only House bill passed last year,” stated Noel Saleh, 

president of ACCESS in Michigan.  “Many of these directly impact the Arab-American 

communities we serve.”   

  

NNAAC urges the conferees to support just and fair immigration reform that rejects the 

unwarranted enforcement measures introduced in the House version and those passed in 

the Senate.  NNAAC advocates to fix our broken immigration system, but not at the cost 
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of undermining our human and civil liberties.  We hope that conferees remain true to our 

founding principles of treating all who live here with respect and dignity.  

  

“I believe it was our advocacy on behalf of immigrants living in the US that allowed the 

Senate to pass this comprehensive immigration bill, but we need to do more,” says Linda 

Sarsour, program coordinator of the Arab American Association of New York.  “We can 

not accept violations of our due process, no access to courts and counsel, racial profiling 

and discrimination. We need not make this a political issue, but a moral issue.” 

  
AAmmeerriiccaann  AArraabb  HHeerriittaaggee  CCoouunncciill--MMiicchhiiggaann��AArraabb  CCuullttuurraall  CCeenntteerr--CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa��AArraabb  AAmmeerriiccaann  AAccttiioonn  

NNeettwwoorrkk--IIlllliinnooiiss��AArraabb--AAmmeerriiccaann  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCeenntteerr--FFlloorriiddaa��AArraabb  AAmmeerriiccaann  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCeenntteerr  ffoorr  

EEccoonnoommiicc  aanndd  SSoocciiaall  SSeerrvviicceess--OOhhiioo��AArraabb  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCeenntteerr  ffoorr  EEccoonnoommiicc  aanndd  SSoocciiaall  SSeerrvviicceess--

MMiicchhiiggaann��TThhee  AArraabb  AAmmeerriiccaann  CCuullttuurraall  aanndd  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCeenntteerr--TTeexxaass��TThhee  AArraabb  AAmmeerriiccaann  FFaammiillyy  SSuuppppoorrtt  

CCeenntteerr--NNeeww  YYoorrkk��AAcccceessss  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  SSeerrvviicceess--CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa��PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa  AArraabb  AAmmeerriiccaann  CCoommmmuunniittyy  

DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  CCoorrpp--PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa��AArraabb  AAmmeerriiccaann  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff  NNeeww  YYoorrkk--NNeeww  YYoorrkk��AArraabb--AAmmeerriiccaann  

FFaammiillyy  SSeerrvviicceess--IIlllliinnooiiss��GGrreeaatteerr  LLaannssiinngg  AArraabb  AAmmeerriiccaann  SSoocciiaall  SSeerrvviicceess--MMiicchhiiggaann 
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