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IMMIGRATION REFORM ADVOCATES VERY 
DISAPPOINTED BY BUSH ADMINISTRATION 
IMMIGRATION REFORM PRINCIPLES 

 
Washington, DC – Today Labor Secretary Elaine Chao and DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff testified before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee on Comprehensive Immigration Reform.  In their testimony, the officials outlined the 
Bush Administration’s policy principles for reforming our broken immigration system.  The principles emphasized 
tough enforcement measures at the border and in the interior, combined with a temporary worker program that requires 
workers to return to their home countries after two three-year visas.  Undocumented immigrants already here would be 
eligible for the temporary worker visas but would also be forced to return to their home countries after six years.  The 
following is a statement by Chris Woods, Campaign Manager of the Coalition for Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform. 
 
The proposal put forth by the Bush administration today is yet another unrealistic “report to 
deport” proposal, is not comprehensive, and is not workable.  
 
Instead of offering a realistic plan to draw the 11 million undocumented immigrants out of the 
shadows so they register with the government, submit to screenings, pay a fine, and get in line for 
eventual permanent residency – the way the McCain-Kennedy bill does – the Bush Administration 
plan would keep immigrants in the shadows and even force them further underground.   
 
Instead of reuniting families in a more timely fashion and keeping families together, the bill would 
result in more families suffering from painful separations for years on end.  
 
Instead of ensuring that immigrant workers are treated equally so that both low-wage workers and 
law-abiding employers benefit, the bill would likely end up favoring employers who undercut their 
competitors by hiring short-term guest workers.   
 
Instead of providing for a stable workforce and promoting citizenship, the bill threatens to force 
workers out of the country or out of their jobs, providing no path to citizenship. 
 
The only proposal on the table that is truly comprehensive, bipartisan, and realistic is the Secure 
America and Orderly Immigration Act of 2005, authored by Senators McCain and Kennedy and by 
Representatives Kolbe, Flake, and Gutierrez.  It is consistent with our long-stated principles, and 



will result in both better treatment of immigrant workers and families and a more controlled 
immigration system.   
 

More information on immigration reform and the Secure America and Orderly Immigration Act 

of 2005 are available at our web site (www.cirnow.org). 

 

*** 

The Coalition for Comprehensive Immigration Reform (CCIR) is a diverse group of 

organizations working for comprehensive immigration reform.  Member organizations:  

Center for Community Change, Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles,  

Illinois Coalition for Immigration and Refugee Rights, Asian American Justice Center,  

National Council of La Raza, National Immigration Forum, New York Immigration Coalition, 

Pineros y Campesinos Unidos del Noroeste (PCUN), Service Employees International Union,  

UNITE HERE!, United Food and Commercial Workers 

 

 


